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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY HELICOPTER FLIGHT VIETNAM AND 
1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE — RECOGNITION 

Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 
MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.06 am]: Last October I rose to my feet to pay 
tribute to the men of the Royal Australian Navy Helicopter Flight Vietnam and acknowledge the 50 years that had 
passed since the formation of the unit and its embedding into the US Army’s 135th Assault Helicopter Company. 
At that time, I outlined the involvement of RANHFV, also known as the Experimental Military Unit, or EMU, in 
some of the most intense battles experienced by Australians in Vietnam. This experience resulted in the unit having 
the highest casualty rate of any RAN unit in Vietnam; however, it also resulted in the unit being the most decorated 
of all the RAN units, earning more than half the total number of honours and awards presented to RAN personnel 
during the entire Vietnam War. This year also sees the fiftieth anniversary of the battles of Fire Support Bases 
Coral and Balmoral. The battles at Coral and Balmoral resulted in more Australian casualties than at any other 
series of engagements, with 26 Australians killed and 99 wounded. It was some of the heaviest fighting the task 
force ever undertook. 

In April last year, an inquiry was launched into the possibility of a unit recognition for both EMU and the 
1st Australian Task Force. Last month, that report was tabled and accepted by the government. The tribunal 
recommended that the Royal Australian Navy Helicopter Flight Vietnam be awarded the unit citation for gallantry 
for acts of extraordinary gallantry in action in South Vietnam from October 1967 to June 1971, and that the citation 
be offered to the United States Army’s 135th Assault Helicopter Company. The tribunal also recommended that all 
associated units of the 1st Australian Task Force be recognised for their courageous service at Coral and Balmoral. 

As a point of reference, the unit citation for gallantry is the highest bravery award that can be conferred on a group 
in the Australian Defence Force. It is the collective equivalent of the Victoria Cross. The units of the 1st Australian 
Task Force included the 1st Battalion and 2nd Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment; A Squadron of the 
3rd Cavalry Regiment; C Squadron of the 1st Armoured Regiment; the 12th Field Regiment of the Royal Regiment 
of Australian Artillery; and the 1st Field Squadron of the Royal Australian Engineers. The RAAF No 9 Squadron 
and 161 (Independent) Reconnaissance Flight have also been recognised. This is long overdue recognition of the 
extreme courage and professionalism shown by our ADF personnel. I commend them on receipt of this award. 
I thank each and every one of them for their service, as well as all personnel who served in Vietnam, and I pay my 
respects to those who paid the ultimate price. 

Lest we forget. 
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